Contralateral degeneration in the cat spinal trigeminal nucleus following unilateral retrogasserian trigeminal rhizotomy.
Retrogasserian trigeminal rhizotomy was used to study the central projections and patterns of degeneration in the spinal trigeminal nucleus (STN). At survival times of 3-20 days, reduced silver stains show extensive degeneration throughout the ipsilateral STN and in addition, well delineated degeneration was identified in the periobex region of the contralateral STN that varied with survival time. The results suggest that primary afferents may contribute to this contralateral projection.